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CESOSS envisions a sustainable,
healthy, and thriving community where
traditions connected to land and water
are protected, preserved, and passed on
to future generations. The mission of
CESOSS is to protect historical
acequias, water, and land in the Middle
Rio Grande region.  CESOSS
accomplishes this through leadership
development, education, research,
advocacy, and policy development.
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Dear CESOSS Community, 

As Virginia stepped down for her role as the Executive Director, it
is with gratitude that I agreed to serve as the Interim Director. We
are very grateful to Virginia for all the years that she served our
organization. She prepared young leaders in our community in the
art of knowing ourselves within our community. She supported
and led many efforts against Santolina, and she also set the
foundation for the Acequia Education and Outreach Office in the
Middle Rio Grande region, which will help us not only to move our
Agua es Sagrada Initiative forward to help our community
preserve and protect our water, but also to strengthen our
collaborative work both with the South Valley Regional of
Associations (SVRAA), the Middle Rio Grande Conservancy
District (MRGCD), and many other local organizations.
 
These are very challenging times, and our work in the South Valley will continue by adopting to the
new times and the new realities that we need to ground ourselves in. For the work ahead, I like to
welcome Adriana Villar to our team to lead the organizing of our community acequias work through
the formation of the Acequia Education and Outreach Office. I have known Adriana for many years.
She is part of our danzante community, and she is also a homeowner whose property falls under the
Rogers lateral off the Ranchos de Atrisco/Armijo Acequia Association. Adriana’s ability as a
paralegal and her expertise as a graduate from the Community and Regional Planning at UNM will
be an asset to our work. I also like to acknowledge the support that our future planning will benefit
from the consistency and the value that Lauren Baca, our program coordinator, is bringing to our
group. Both Adriana and Lauren are very strong women who will help us/me to move our
programming to excel in our commitment to serve our community. Last, but not least, our Board of
Community Members who are always helping us. Alicia, Santiago, Andrea, Rip, and Marcia; thank
you for your dedication and your support.
  
I look forward to a future where we continue to consolidate our acequia community through the
values associated to water not only as a sacred element, but also as a giver of life and renewal. An
element that bind us all together through the food that we eat and the value we give to the
sacredness of water and to the legacy left for us to continue being stewards of the land and the
water so our future generations can have a sustainable future.
 
Thank you for all your support y que viva Atrisco!
Jorge García 
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New Interim Director
JORGE  GARCÍA



The Ciclos de la Tierra: Cultivating Querencia
through Mutualismo and Justice Curriculum has
been in the works through CESOSS since 2017. We
wanted to create a curriculum that taught youth
about the ways the natural world around them,
agriculture, water, and people are all interrelated,
reliant upon each other, and work together. This
curriculum specifically covers gardening and
acequias in the Middle Rio Grande Valley. The
lessons guide the students through the ciclos
(seasons) of the year and what gardeners, for time
immemorial, do to have a successful growing
season during this time as well as what happens
within the acequia cycles. The students are also
asked to identify and celebrate assets within their
communities, and ways in which they can advocate
for their communities, land, and water. This summer
we worked with a multi-generational and multi-
ethnic group of community volunteers to update the
curriculum since the initial draft was created in
2017. 
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Ciclos de la Tierra: 
Cultivating Querencia through Mutualismo
and Justice
BY ALICIA CHAVEZ

Not only did this group update links and activities, they also added information and activities around
ethnic studies, environmental justice, restorative justice, social emotional learning, ethnic studies,
agrability, and updating the standards and benchmarks.  With the help of a local teacher we are
putting the finishing touches on the curriculum and we hope to release the curriculum to our
community soon. We hope this curriculum is used by teachers and schools throughout the state to
encourage pride amongst students to engage in gardens, explore their own culture and history
through gardening and better understand the ways in which people have worked together with each
other, land, and water forever. We cannot wait to see students and teachers inspired to take the
classroom outside.
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Ciclos de la Tierra: Continued

Partnership with AFSC 
CESOSS and the American Friends Service Committee have been meeting for the past year to
talk about what a partnership been the two organizations might look like. It felt like an easy
partnership with everything each organization does, but we wanted to make it more intentional.
The partnership will center around better supporting farmers and community through water rights
and advocacy, partnering on education events, and sharing information. As part of their healthy
food campaign with schools, AFSC has purchased our coloring books and distributed them to
students in August 2020!  



We are glad to inform our community that through a direct collaboration with Earth
Timekeepers, the Ce Akatl program was launched to focus restorative justice
through youth education and youth community leadership development through
philosophies based on culture, traditions, and language that aim at creating young
people who are catalysts in our community.

Beyond the training for our young people, this program will allow us to create the initial steps in
forming the Ce Akatl Education Center (Centro Educacional Ce Akatl (CEA)), which will aim at
bringing together traditional leaders and elders to develop a human development program and
framework to train and educate young people on how to become proficient in restorative and
transformative justice that is based on the core of our community values, ultimately leading to
Indigenous peacemaking. 
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Ce Akatl - One Reed - Program
BY JORGE GARCÍA
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Ce Akatl - Continued

Ce Akatl will be rooting its work in the community’s own culture(s), language(s), place(s), faith(s),
and belief system(s) so it reflects the people that engage in it; it is guided by the wisdom of people,
families and our community; it is committed to anti-oppressive practices; it is supporting the creation
of new thinking and language that is holistic, intersectional, interdependent, and liberatory; it is
promoting and sustaining collective leadership, collaboration and partnership ; it is living the values of
the work internally and externally to build community and heal harm within and against communities;
and it is building intergenerational inclusivity - people of all generations: youth, adults, elders will be
part of the work that Ce Akatl will undertake through its intergenerational approach.

The work of Ce Akatl will be connected to the larger network of Earth Timekeepers. Earth
Timekeepers (earth-timekeepers.org) is part of a movement that promotes Indigenous Continental
Unification and the return to spiritual ways of living. The mission of Timekeepers is to bring back the
philosophy and knowledge of time-space by means of understanding and practicing indigenous
cosmovision, ancestral calendars, creation stories, and indigenous principles associated to time and
space. Earth Timekeepers organizes talking circles that bring together elders, in the form of
Councils, who provide guidance and share their knowledge. The first program includes Alfredo
Quiroz, Giovanni, Bruno, Bianca, Fernando Flores, and Xavier Vallejo. The coordinators of this
program are Andrea Lopez, Pablo Lopez, and Jorge Garcia. We are collaborating on this program
under the auspices of Red Wolf, our circle. This program will rely on the mentorship of community
leaders and community elders. If you are interested to know more information about this program,
please send us an email info@cesoss.org. 
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New Community Organizer 
ADRIANA  VILLAR  

Adriana is a homegrown New Mexican Xicana of Mexican descent born and raised in Albuquerque.
She is also the happy single lesbian mother of a spunky teenager. Adriana graduated from the
University of New Mexico's Master-level Community and Regional Planning Program and is also a
Certified Paralegal. She plans to complete her academic pursuits by earning a Juris Doctorate in the
not so distant future. For now she is eagerly working on restoring an abandoned farmhouse in
Atrisco. Adriana is also tremendously excited to join CESOSS in advancing its mission to expand
community involvement in our local acequias and in preserving our land-based traditions. On her
free time she can be found demonstrating for justice, reading, fishing, dancing, walking local trails, or
practicing to some day be as good a cook and farmer as her ancestors.
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Contact Us

For all general inquiries, 
email us at info@cesoss.org

Instagram: @Cesoss_nm

Facebook: @cessos 

Website: www.cesoss.org

To sign up for future newsletters,
please visit: 
https://www.cesoss.org/contact-us


